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uniform. Nolan is making an incredible sac-
rifice for our country and deserves our utmost 
support for his service. It is with great pleas-
ure that I give him my endorsement to attend 
this prestigious institution. 

Our nation owes no greater debt of gratitude 
than to those who fight to protect our freedom 
and liberty. I commend Nolan and his family 
for their commitment. On behalf ofthe 4th Con-
gressional District of Colorado, I extend my 
best wishes to Nolan. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize 
Nolan Laufenberg as an appointee to the Air 
Force Academy for his commitment to protect 
and serve our nation. 

f 

ALEYNA RENEAU 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 12, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Aleyna 
Reneau for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Aleyna Reneau is a student at Warren Tech 
North and received this award because her 
determination and hard work have allowed her 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Aleyna 
Reneau is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Aleyna Reneau for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 12, 2017 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, on June 7th 
and June 8th, 2017, I missed the following 
votes due to a medical procedure. Had I been 
present, I would have voted: 

On Roll Call Number 292, To Table Appeal 
of the Ruling of the Chair, I would have voted 
No. 

On Roll Call Number 293, On Agreeing to 
the Michelle Lujan Grisham Amendment to 
H.R. 2213, I would have voted Aye. 

On Roll Call Number 294, On Final Passage 
of H.R. 2213, I would have voted No. 

On Roll Call Number 295, On Agreeing to 
the Hensarling Amendment to H.R. 10, I would 
have voted No. 

On Roll Call Number 296, On Agreeing to 
the Hollingsworth Amendment to H.R. 10, I 
would have voted No. 

On Roll Call Number 297, On Agreeing to 
the Faso Amendment to H.R. 10, I would have 
voted No. 

On Roll Call Number 298, On Agreeing to 
the Buck Amendment to H.R. 10, I would have 
voted No. 

On Roll Call Number 299, On Final Passage 
of H.R. 10, I would have voted No. 
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ACKNOWLEDGING REPRESENTA-
TIVE CHARLES SARGENT FOR 
HIS SERVICE 

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 12, 2017 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, public 
service is not just a career path, it is a way of 
life. Many aspire to this role but very few fulfill 
this profession devoutly. These diligent lead-
ers seek and strive to empower their constitu-
ency. They understand the pulse and the 
needs of their community and give the people 
their voice. Today, I would like to acknowledge 
Representative Charles Sargent for his service 
to our community, state, and nation. 

Service is not a foreign term to Representa-
tive Sargent. He faithfully served in the United 
States Navy. His time in the military and as a 
business leader created the foundation of his 
life’s work as a strong conservative leader in 
the Tennessee State House. His leadership in 
business and the insurance industry served as 
an asset which made him an outstanding and 
excellent leader as the chairman of the House 
Finance, Ways and Means Committee. Rep-
resentative Sargent is also generous with his 
time, energy, and resources. He dedicates 
himself to multiple charities throughout our 
state. True leadership is not as it appears but 
as it performs. His admirable service in mak-
ing the tough decisions today will make a 
brighter future for millions of Tennesseans to-
morrow. His insight will continue to impact our 
state and we look forward to his leadership in 
the future. 
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RECOGNIZING SHAINA SMIDT 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 12, 2017 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Shaina Smidt, an Air Force Academy 
Appointee from Colorado’s Fourth Congres-
sional district. I believe our greatest assets are 
America’s brave men and women in uniform. 
Shaina is making an incredible sacrifice for 
our country and deserves our utmost support 
for her service. It is with great pleasure that I 
give her my endorsement to attend this pres-
tigious institution. 

Shaina served as the Captain of her 
school’s Varsity Basketball team for most of 
her high school years, and also worked as a 
student basketball coach, demonstrating a real 
gift of leadership and heart for service. Addi-
tionally, Shaina received a variety of academic 
awards and was a member of her high 
school’s chapter of the National Honor Soci-
ety, showing her commitment to and passion 
for education. 

Our nation owes no greater debt of gratitude 
than to those who fight to protect our freedom 
and liberty. I commend Shaina and her family 
for their commitment. On behalf of the 4th 
Congressional District of Colorado, I extend 
my best wishes to Shaina. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize 
Shaina Smidt as an appointee to the Air Force 
Academy for her commitment to protect and 
serve our nation. 
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ANAIS RIVERA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 12, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Anais Rivera 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Anais Rivera is a student at Pomona High 
School and received this award because her 
determination and hard work have allowed her 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Anais Ri-
vera is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Anais Rivera for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future 
accomplishments. 
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NORTHEAST DISTRICT ELKS 
LODGES 

HON. MIKE GALLAGHER 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 12, 2017 

Mr. GALLAGHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in honor of the Northeast District Elks Lodges 
in Wisconsin’s 8th Congressional district for 
their strong support of patriotism in their com-
munities. In 1907, the Grand Lodge of the Be-
nevolent and Protective Order of Elks des-
ignated Flag Day as June 14th. The Elks have 
paired their traditions and culture with that of 
our Country and made the American Flag a 
symbol of self-dedication to God, to Country, 
and to Fellowmen. 

I would like to call attention to their dedica-
tion and passion to this nation and the flag 
that represents it. This year, members of 
Green Bay Elks Lodge 259 will be celebrating 
Flag Day for the 108th consecutive year. 
Members of Appleton Elks Lodge 337 are 
celebrating their chapter founding the oldest 
Flag Day parade since 1950. 

Citizens from Oconto, Kaukauna, and 
Marinette are also given the chance to cele-
brate this important day. Oconto Elks Lodge 
887, Kaukauna Elks Lodge 962, and Marinette 
Elks Lodge 1313 give Americans this oppor-
tunity. 

Flag Day is a day honoring the symbolism 
the flag provides to all American citizens. It is 
my honor to report this type of patriotism dis-
played by constituents in northeastern Wis-
consin. 
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